Introduced by Council Member Morgan and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Crescembeni, Wilson, Hazouri, R. Gaffney, K. Brown, and 
R. Brown:


RESOLUTION 2016-495
A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING AND HONORING THE FLORIDA STAR ON THE OCCASION OF ITS 65TH YEAR IN PUBLICATION IN NORTHEAST FLORIDA AND GEORGIA; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
newspapers have historically been a vital, indispensable component of any and all freedom-loving nations in the modern world and the free press traditionally has been a purveyor of news as well as a vehicle for the dissemination of opinion and dissent; and
WHEREAS,
as students of American history know, it was John Peter Zenger, a New York printer, with his lawyer, Alexander Hamilton, who, in a very famous 1733 libel case, ensured that freedom of the press would be incorporated in the First Amendment of the Constitution; and

WHEREAS,
the Florida Star was founded on April 15, 1951, by Eric O. Simpson to provide Jacksonville with its own African-American newspaper; the Florida Star focused on news that impacted Jacksonville’s African-American community when other newspapers and news media ignored or minimized African-American and civil rights stories; and
WHEREAS,
during the 1950s and 1960s, the Florida Star was in the vanguard in championing civil rights in Jacksonville; it prodded the government on embedded “Jim Crowism,” it endorsed African-American political candidates and kept the readers in the community apprised of boycotts and sit-ins; and

WHEREAS,
through the years, the Florida Star became known for its crime reporting; today, the Florida Star has extensive coverage of the news: politics, fashion, religious news, sports, Greek organizations, obituaries, opinion columns and more; and
WHEREAS,
when Eric Simpson died in 1994, his wife Mary Wooten Simpson took the helm of the newspaper and under her watch, the paper expanded its staff, coverage and circulation; in the aftermath of her death, Managing Editor Erica Simpson, Eric and Mary Simpson’s daughter, led the newspaper. In 2002, Clara McLaughlin purchased the Florida Star and is currently serving as its publisher; in January, 2007, the Florida Star launched a Georgia edition, the Georgia Star; in 2003, Eric Simpson was posthumously inducted into the Florida Press Association Hall of Fame, the first African American to be inducted; and
WHEREAS,
today, sixty-five years after its founding, after weathering law suits and arson attacks along the way, the Florida Star remains a vital, instrumental, cohesive presence in Jacksonville’s African-American community; the Star is linked to Jacksonville’s growth and confidently looks forward to continued growth and progress in the years ahead; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City Council does hereby recognize and honor the Florida Star on the occasion of its 65th year as a newspaper in publication in Northeast Florida and Georgia and extends its best wishes for continued success in the years ahead.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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